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Congratulations on your
 75th Annual Schwingfest!
Hedy Buchmann & Family

In loving memory 
of Max Buchmann

65

We have enjoyed 
Freedom since 1291

Keeping the Swiss Culture
Alive in America!

Let us take a moment and pray 
for peace in the world.

THE LUSTI FAMILY
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Gruezi und Willkommen

2025 Board Of Directors Upcoming Events 

For more information visit:
www.sdswissclub.com

 San Diego County Swiss Club

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Membership Secretary
Sunshine/Swiss Ladies
Director
Director
Director
Director

 

Tony Odermatt
Steve Egger
Karen Odermatt
Sandra Leeman
Debbie Morris
Lilian Dreier
Ernie Ludwig
Andrea Nebel
Ladina Krokee
Luisa Marinaccio

Swiss Nat. Day
Fall Picnic
General Meeting
Christmas Party
Spring Picnic
Schwingfest
Swiss Ladies
    

Aug 1, 2025
Oct 26, 2025
Dec 7, 2025
Dec 14, 2025
TBD 2026
TBD 2026
1st Tuesday*

The Board of Directors of the San Diego Swiss Club would like to welcome 
you to our 75th Annual Schwingfest.

We invite you to take part in the festivities today and enjoy the Swiss 
traditions and customs we are preserving here at our club. Your enthusiasm 
and active support of our club has permitted the San Diego Swiss Club to 
proudly continue our Swiss heritage.
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, our families and members, we would like 
to thank you for attending and supporting the San Diego Swiss Club.

 

Best of luck to all Schwingers at
 the 75th Annual 

San Diego Swiss Club Schwingfest

Richard and Pinkie Drew
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The San Diego County Swiss Club was formed in 1939 by our founding Board of Directors: 
 Paul Aeschlimann, Theodore Blatter, Robert Egger Sr., Walter Suter, Leo Arnold, 
John Kastlunger & John Christian.
From the start,  the club was a success, the rest is history…
     1949 - Egger’s Park was the site for the very first Schwingfest
     1953 - The club purchased the land where the Swiss Club currently resides
     1957 - The first great hall was built
     1970 - The present-day hall was built in 1970 after the freeway expansion
After 8 decades of club activities, the spirit of our founding Fathers lives on as our 
Swiss tradition and heritage continue to pass to future generations. We are thankful 
for our 200+ members who keep the dream alive!

San Diego County Swiss
 Club History BEST WISHES 

FOR A GREAT SCHWINGFEST!

FROM THE ZUMSTEIN FAMILY

Coralie
Walter, Brittany and Dominic

Rosie and Family
Monica

Joy and Family

GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN
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Greetings from the President

Welcome to San Diego County Swiss Club’s 
75th Annual Schwingfest.  I want to take a 
moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to 
each and every one of our members and 
members from other clubs that support all 
Schwingfests in honor of our Swiss heritage.  
Your tireless efforts and commitment to 
making a positive impact in our community 
are truly inspiring.  

Throughout the past year we have accomplished so much together,  
from volunteering at our many events to organizing, planning and 
attending these events. Your generosity, kindness, and enthusiasm 
are the driving force behind our club’s success. Our volunteers are 
the heart of the San Diego County Swiss Club and I give each and 
every one of you my heartfelt thanks. 

We are honored having so many Schwingers from the West Coast 
Swiss Wrestling Association represented today. Should you ever 
have a chance to attend an event at the other clubs on the west coast 
please do so.  My wife Karen and I attend many of the Schwingfests 
during the year and really enjoy meeting and spending time with old 
and new friends.  I am sure you will enjoy the experience as much as 
we do.

We hope you will enjoy the day full of Swiss Culture spent in San 
Diego.

Good luck to all the Schwingers.  Have fun and be safe.

Tony Odermatt

President
San Diego County Swiss Club

Best Wishes to all the
 Schwingers at the 75th Annual

 San Diego Swiss Club Schwingfest

                                   Families
Pension-like Creation in Retirement
Tax-advantaged Investing w/ Zero Downside Risk
Superior 529 College Plan Alternatives

                          Businesses
Pension-like Creation in Retirement
Reduce Employee Turnover Costs
Executive Bonus Plans
Low Cost Audits, 5500 Liability & Third Party 
Admin. Compliance Cost Elimination for 401k plans.

Joe Ming, President
Mark Gabhart

Chief Investment Strategist

JMing@WCSwissGroup.com
         (916)799-0104
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Past Presidents of the 
San Diego Swiss Club

Paul Aeschlimann  1939-1940
Paul Rollin   1941
John Kastlunger  1942-1945
Julius Hofer   1946
Paul Aeschlimann  1947
John Kastlunger  1948-1950
Ralph Widmer  1951
John Kastlunger  1952
Alois Stockalper  1953-1958
Paul Odermatt  1959
Alois Stockalper  1960
Joe Zumstein  1961-1964
Paul Odermatt  1965-1966
Franz Neff   1967
Alois Stockapler  1968-1970
Joe Zumstein  1971
James Belknap  1972
George Reber  1972-1974
Max Buchmann  1975-1976
George Reber  1977-1978
Max Wirth   1979-1983
Rudy Kastlunger  1984-1986
Mary Ann Looper  1987-1992
Paul Odermatt  1993-1995
Rudy Kastlunger  1996-1999
Al Hollenstein  2000
David Egger   2001-2008
Tony Odermatt  2009-Present

Tom, Dave, Fred, 

Dean, Ernie, Patty,

Nita, Gary, Lois,

 Mike, Bill

Our loving parents

Al and  nita

Good Luck to all the Schwingers

The Odermatt & Granzow Families
Megan, Ava, Tony, Karen, Layla, Vanessa, Geoff and Geoffrey

All the Best to the Schwingers at the
75th annual San Diego Schwingfest
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San Diego Swiss Club
Honorary Members

There have been those who have made outstanding 
contributions to the San Diego County Swiss Club 
throughout the years.  In appreciation, the following 
individuals are recognized as Honorary Lifetime Members.

Hedy Buchmann
Tina Duenez 
Hans & Marie-Therese Emmenegger
David Egger
Estela Egger
Steve & Carmela Egger
Walter Egger
Rudy Kastlunger
Margot Linback
George Reber

In remembrance and appreciation of our 
deceased Honorary Members

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Aeschlimann  Mr. Ruedi Lusti
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Blattler  Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mathis
Mrs. Bertha Braum   Mr. Frank Mettauer
Mr. Max Buchmann   Mr. & Mrs. Paul Odermatt
Mrs. Marianne Egger   Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pluss
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Lehmann  Mrs. Betty Reber
Mr. Emil Lehmann   Mr. Otto Rollin, Jr.
Mr. Robert Egger, Jr.   Mr. Hans Schoenbachler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Egger, Sr.  Mrs. Rosalie Schwiekert
Mrs. Ricki Groebli   Ms. Helen Senn
Mrs. Rudolf Heimer   Mr. & Mrs. Alois Stockalper
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Hofer, Sr.  Mr. & Mrs. Walter Studer
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Hofer, Jr.  Mr. Joseph Zumstein
Mr. & Mrs Al Hollenstein  Mr. & Mrs. Meinrad Zumstein
Mr. & Mrs. John Kastlunger, Sr.  Mrs. Paula Zumstein
Ms. Mary Ann Looper   
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Best Wishes!!  Rick and Kat Odermatt

All the Best for a 
Successful  Schwingfest

Alpnach Odermatt

Abajian Family – 
Margaret, Catherine, Olivia & William
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 Best Wishes 
 for a Successful Schwingfest 

 Please join us for our  . . . 

 Buebe Schwingfest  -  October 20th, 2025 

 105th Spring Schwingfest  -  April 18, 2026 

 Swiss Club of Imperial Valley 
 P.O. Box 807  ●  1585 E. Worthington Rd.  ●  Holtville, CA. 92250  ●  (760) 

 235-3053  swissclubofiv@gmail.com  ●     ivswissclub.org 

Wir wünschen viel Spass
am San Diego Schwingfest

Planning a trip to the Swiss Alps? 
Come stay in our cozy studio. 

Our rental is located in Bönigen near Interlaken,
 in the picturesque Bernese Oberland. We welcome fellow

 Swiss Americans and hope to see you soon.

Sam & Cindy Mühlemann-Egger  
samcin@bluewin.ch +41794325454
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David & Peggy Egger Family

Good Luck Schwingers!

For more than 50 years, the San Diego County Swiss Club has relied on 
the generosity of its members and friends.  We appreciate everyone who 
comes forward with support, making it possible to share our Swiss 
customs and traditions with our community. 

2025 Schwingfest Supporters

Betty Limacher Cushman 
Rudy & Doris Kastlunger 
Mark & Mary Pum     
Louis & Esther Pierotti 
Theresa Mathis 
George Reber 
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Steve & Carmela Egger and Family

Greetings and Best Wishes to our 
Schwingers and Friends

Best Wishes to the Schwingers

Debbie Morris and Grandsons Remy & Lee
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Robert “Bob” Egger, a lifelong San Diegan and proud 
member of the San Diego Swiss Club, passed away 
peacefully at home on, at the age of 92. 

Thank You Bob & Estela Egger for generously donating the 
beautiful wood carved chair for over 30 years. 

Your generosity will not be forgotten.

In Rememberance

Robert was the eldest son of Swiss immigrants, Robert Sr. and Emma 
Egger.  Bob grew up alongside his siblings Walter and Mary on the family 
dairy, which was the foundation of the Egger legacy. 

Bob attended the Army Navy Academy followed by Cal Poly University, 
where he studied Agriculture. In 1954, he combined his studies and his 
farming roots to co-found the Egger & Ghio Company, a produce growing 
and distribution business that operated in the San Diego South Bay areas. 

His father’s role as a founding member of the San Diego Swiss Club 
shaped Bob’s identity as a proud Swiss-American. In his youth, Bob was a 
competitor in the Swiss wrestling sport, “Schwingen”. After hanging up his 
“Schwinghosen”, Bob could always be found at the judge’s table. He was a 
Lifetime Honorary Member and a respected Director on the Board of the 
San Diego Swiss Club. 

Bob is survived by Estela, his devoted wife of 50 years, his children - 
Steve, Danny (deceased), Debbie, Donna, Kathy, David, Cindy, Diane, his 
stepchildren - Bobby and Jenny along with 28 grandchildren and 40 great-
grandchildren. He leaves behind a large and loving family, who will carry 
on his legacy and traditions. 

Robert Egger, Jr. 
April 21, 1933 – May 25, 2025

Best Wishes for a 
Successful Schwingfest!

From the Mathis Family
Theresa & Cameron

Barbara & Mike Sevier
Mike & Kathy 

Andrew & Danielle, Paige & Peyton
Kevin & Caroline, Jack, Ben & Will

Patti & Bruce McMullen and Family

“ALL FOR ONE 
                    & ONE FOR ALL”
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Visit our Souvenir Booth

Landjäger available at the souvenir booth
George Reber and Family

Your Favorite 

Online Swiss Store 

in the USA!!

• Fondue & Raclette 
• Kitchen Accessories   

• Bells • Jewelry • Linens 
• Swiss Folk Music 

• Swiss Wooden Toys 
• Clothing • Games 
• Swiss Souvenirs 

and MoRe!

Best Wishes for a Successful Schwingfest!
See our large selection of unique items:

(608) 527-2417 • info@shopswiss.com 

www.shopswiss.com
@JackiesEuropeanImports

10% off order with 
Code SDSC2025 
until July 1, 2025

From our Family to Yours
Wishing all the Schwingers a fantastic day of Wrestling!
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Steinstossen 2024
Swiss Traditional Rock Throw

Men
1st -  144”  Grant Widmer
2nd - 122”  Billy Marchans

Women
1st - 156”  Stacy Britschgi
2nd - 140”  Nadine Sutter

.n Diego 2024 Winne

Competitors hurl a huge stone into a designated area. The winner, being 
the one throwing the stone the longest distance in the best of 3 rounds. 
Stones used at festivals are of varying weights. The largest stone used is 
the famed “Unspunnenstein” weighing 184 pounds which is only used every 
three years at the “Eidgenössisches” Schwingfest and every six years at 
the “Unspunnenfest”.

“Steinstossen”, Stone throwing is a 
centuries-old Swiss Alpine traditional sport.

Best wishes for a 
successful Schwingfest

Simone, John, Sabelle and Colton O’Connell

Crystal, Sayla, Savannah & Bruce Egger

Here’s to a great Schwingfest!
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West Coast Swiss  
Wrestling Association 

wcswa2022@gmail.com 
209-607-1157 

 
 

 
 

21 June 2025 
 
 
The West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association congratulates the San Diego County Swiss Club 
for hosting its Annual Schwingfest.   
 
Good luck to all Schwingers today.   Thank you to all the volunteers, judges and club members 
who are working tirelessly to put on today’s events.  It can’t happen without you and we all 
appreciate it.   
 
The WCSWA was founded in 1957 to unite the efforts of Swiss Wrestling clubs on the West 
Coast; to advance the fundamentals and techniques of Swiss Wrestling; to foster and 
encourage new wrestling clubs and to aid in the welfare of its clubs. We support good 
sportsmanship, fellowship, and education. 
 
This year four West Coast Schwingers will represent the USA the Eidgenössisches Schwing- 
und Älplerfest in Glarnerland at the end of August.  They are Brendan Spahr, Connor Treat, 
Peter Ming and Marshall Brockway.  We wish them all the best on this trip of a lifetime. 
 
Look for today’s WCSWA newsletter for all the results and schedules.  You are all invited to the 
67th Championship Schwingfest on Sept 13, 2025 in Newark where 15 visiting Schwingers from 
Switzerland will wrestle our best.  Come for a weekend of Schwingen, Music and Food. 
 
Here’s to today’s winner, 
 
 

 
Arnold Ambiel 
President 

Walter Egger and Family

Obwalden Zurich

GREETINGS 
TO ONE AND ALL !
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Championship
Schwingfest

2024

The Egger Family
Joshua, Christianne, Theresa,

 Ethan, Noah, Elijah,
 Jordan & Sophia with baby Grace, 

Rory & Glenn

Wir wünschen 
viel Vergnügen für die

2025 San Diego Schwingfest

Soon to be big Sister!
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Schwinger 
Fans

Best Wishes,
Karen & Conrad 

Grass Family
San Francisco, CA

UNTERWALDENGRAUBUNDEN
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58.50
57.50
57.25
56.00
56.00

55.75
55.75
55.25
55.25
55.25
54.75
54.75
54.75
53.75
52.50

Schwinger Crowning
 Ceremony

1        Grant Widmer                          
2        Brendan Spahr          
3        Clinton Schallberger            
4A     Kyle Ferriter                            
4B     Dawson Galvan                         
                               

5A     Ivan Kanzaki                             
5B     Steven Widmer          
6A     Joseph Bellavia         
6B     Luis Ojeda                             
6C     Patrick Richardson          
7A    Eddie Meixueiro         
7B     Christopher Chavez                
7C     Mike Berchtold                          
8        Barrett Silva                               
9 Alexander King                                

                     

2024 Schwingfest Results
Ripon, CA
Portland, OR
Lodi, CA
Colorado Springs, CO
Chula Vista, CA

Above with Crowns

Imperial Beach, CA
Ripon, CA
San Diego, CA
San Diego, CA
Frances, WA
San Diego, CA
Tijuana, MEX
Ripon, CA
Modesto, CA
Chula Vista, CA

Best Wishes 
San Diego Schwingfest

Burgi Family
Trimble Family

craftsmanhb.com

Have a great Schwingfest San Diego
Good Luck to all Schwingers

Stay safe and have fun!!
Billy Leah & Tony Berchtold Family
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California Schwingers 
of the Future

JUNIORS - 10 to 13 Years
1 Lucas Ortiz                          
2 David Ortiz                          
Above with Zweig 
3 Travis Bostrom                   
4 Filza Andermatt
GROUP B - 8 to 9 Years
1          Ellis  Ortiz                           
Above with Zweig
2A Matthew Hyde                     
2B Sloan Keshka                          
3 Chance Mayfield
GROUP C - 4 to 7 Years
1 Dillon Bostrom                       
2A Brody King                          
2B Logan Keshka                             
Above with Zweig
3A Mason Hyde                                               
3B Mirosla Kanzaki
4                   Luke Keshka                                             
        

2024 Kids Schwingfest Results

San Diego, CA
San Diego, CA

Escondido, CA
San Diego,CA

San Diego, CA

Imperial Beach, CA
La Mesa, CA
Coronado, CA

Escondido, CA
San Diego, CA
La Mesa, CA

Imperial Beach, CA
Imperial Beach, CA
Imperial Beach, CA

58.50
56.75

54.50
52.50

58.50

55.50
55.50
52.50

58.50
56.50
56.50

54.50
54.50
52.50

Doris & Rudy Kastlunger
Jessica, Eric, Jessi, Allister & Iyla

Matt, Deanna and Family

From our Family to yours wishing 
all the Schwingers a fantastic day of Wrestling!

Tom, Collin and Sandi Leeman

ALLES GUTE ZUM
SCHWINGFEST

33 18



August 1, 2024

BEST WISHES TO ALL
 THE SCHWINGERS!

JULIUS AND SANDY HOFER AND FAMILY

 

“Viel Vergnügen” 
Heidi Betschart 

Congratulations  
to the  

San Diego Swiss Club  
on their  

75th 
Annual Schwingfest 
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Swiss Independence Day
           Celebrations        

"Prost"
To a successful Schwingfest!

Ted, Marge, Erika, Teddy
Andrew, Shay, Bennett & Lorraine 

The 
Betschart
 Family

BEST WISHES FOR 
THE 75TH ANNUAL

 SCHWINGFEST

MIKE AND SUSAN OMLIN
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Fall Picnic 2024
Swiss Alps Experience

Best Wishes for the 75th 
Annual Schwingfest

Linda and Kurt Clausen

Best Wishes for a Successful 
75th Annual San Diego Schwingfest!

Sandoval, Toledo and Brown Families
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Spring Picnic 2025
Swiss Explorer Day

San Diego Swiss Athletic Club

The San Diego Swiss Athletic Club 
was established in 1984 under the 
leadership of  Walter Niederberger.  
The Los Angeles Team donated three 
Karabiners to get us started. Later, 
six more rifles were proovided by the 
Swiss Government. Currently, the 
team meets the second Saturday of  
every month. The ten ring is 2.25” in 
diameter and we shoot from 200 yards 
with open sights. If  you are interested 
in joining us, contact Mike Odermatt 
(619) 857-3963.

Here is an example 
of  our fine shooting!

In Rememberance  
Tony Luisoni,1937-2024. 
A valued member of  the 
Los Angeles Swiss Athletic Society, 
Tony was an inspiration to many. As 
a mentor to the San Diego Swiss Rifle 
Team, he brought his mastery to all 
shooting events. Tony will be 
remembered for his athleticism, 
proficient aim, sense of  humor, and 
great love for a good time, good wine, 
and great schnapps. Prost, Tony!
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Swiss Park Events

California Catering

California Catering 
Events

Tony or Larry Escobedo
2001 Main Street 
Chula Vista, CA 91911
619-947-3210  or  619-203-1610

Wedding Receptions - Ceremonies - Anniversaries - Renew of Vows 
Quinceaneras – Reunions - Corporate Events  

Celebration of Life 

California Catering Productions is a full-service catering company specializing in unique
 menus and event productions. We have the capacity to cater any size event.

Swissclubevents@gmail.com
 Calcateringproductions@gmail.com

Please contact us for reservations or more information:

Welcome to Swiss Park
 in San Diego

Are you looking for a beautiful and spacious venue to host your next event?
 Swiss Park Event Hall can accommodate a vast variety of event types and sizes.

www.hallforrentsandiego.com

San Diego Swiss Ladies
Founded in 1962, the Swiss Ladies continue to meet 

monthly for friendship and camaraderie. This year we 
have experienced great dining, along with outings to

interesting locations.

lsdreier@gmail.com 
We would love to invite all ladies to be part of  our Ladies Group.
                                  

This year was packed with fun as we dined our way through some amazing 
spots around the County—Il Fornaio, Brigantine, Peohe’s, Tom’s Lighthouse, 

and El Sueño! We also had a lovely lunch at Margot Linback’s charming 
home—thank you, Margot! Our annual Thanksgiving buffet was, as always, a 

cozy, food-filled celebration. December brought the festive "Samiklaus" 
gathering, complete with everyone’s favorite homemade Swiss treats. We also 

ventured out to the Imperial Valley Schwingfest and had a good time! The year 
wrapped up with our June potluck before we take our summer break in July 

and August. We usually meet on the first Tuesday of each month— husbands 
and friends are always welcome! Most of us speak Swiss German and always 

have a great time catching up.
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Celebrating Christmas  
2024

Lilian Dreier  lsdreier@gmail.com
Andrea Nebel andrea.nebel@hotmail.com

Jass is a popular card game that originates in 
Switzerland and has made its way across Europe & the 
United States. Since 2019 the San Diego Swiss Club has 
hosted games for the experienced or newcomer players.

It’s a day filled with trick-taking and strategy!

Come join us for a day of  fun.
  Please Contact us for dates and times: 

San Diego
 Swiss Club Jass
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San Diego County Swiss Club
75th Annual Schwingfest

Saturday, June 21, 2025

By becoming a member, you will join a      
community interested in preserving our Swiss 
heritage for future generations. The Club 
offers Swiss cultural and traditional festivites.  
The San Diego Swiss Club hopes to see you 
at our upcoming events. 
    For membership information, contact: 
    Debbie Morris - dmorris379@aol.com 

Individual Annual Membership    $20.00

Family Annual Membership    $40.00

Join The ClubFest President

Referee

Wrestling Stats

Food Sales

BBQ Lunch

Souvenirs

Games

Park Setup

Program Book

Ernie Ludwig

David Egger

Karen Odermatt

Carmela Egger

Steve Egger

Debbie Morris

Sandi Leeman

Tony & Anne Odermatt

Mühlemann/Morris/Odermatt

Park Entrance

Schwingers

Children 12 & under

Admission
$10.00

  Free

  Free

Schwingfest Menu
Lunch 

Schwingers                                                    Free                                       

Bratwurst/BBQ beef plate                     $ 17.00
(incl.- fruit, green & potato salad)

Bratwurst or BBQ beef w/roll               $ 12.00  

Kids Hot Dog w/fruit & chips

- Meal tickets are sold near front entrance
- Vegetarian options available
- Alcoholic beverages sold at the bars
- Complimentary ice tea, lemonade & water
- Dessert and coffee sold at the kitchen window
- Landjäger sold at the souvenir booth

10:00  

10:30 

11:00 

11:00 

12:00 - 4:00 

Schedule of Events

 - Steinstossen  begins after the "Schlussgang" 
 - Crown Ceremony to follow                 
 - Offering a hosted "Lite Fare" in the Hall

Schwingfest Committee

Park Opens

Wrestlers & Judges meet

Wrestling begins

Souvenir & game booths 

Lunch served $   5.00
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