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Congratulations on your
 76th Annual Schwingfest!

The Board of Directors of the San Diego Swiss Club welcomes you to our
 76th Annual Schwingfest.

This year, we are pleased to have a newly elected President who previously 
served our club and brings valuable experience and continuity to this role.
We invite you to enjoy today’s festivities and the Swiss traditions we proudly 
preserve. Your continued support allows the San Diego Swiss Club to 
carry on its heritage.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, our families, and our members, thank you 
for attending and supporting the San Diego Swiss Club.

Hedy Buchmann
 & Family

In loving memory 
of Max Buchmann



Greetings from the President
Welcome to the San Diego County Swiss 
Club’s 76th Annual Schwingfest. It is an 
honor to once again serve as President of our 
club and to welcome members and guests 
from near and far, as well as Schwingers 
representing the West Coast and beyond. 
Schwingfests are a wonderful opportunity 
for us to come together, celebrate our Swiss 
heritage, build lasting friendships, and 
continue the traditions that are such an 
important part of our Swiss society.

I would like to sincerely thank our volunteers, members, and 
supporters who help make this event possible. Your time, effort, and 
continued involvement help strengthen our club and ensure that our 
Swiss culture remains active and meaningful within our community.

I would also like to extend a special thank you to Tony Odermatt, 
our past president, for his 16 years of dedicated service and 
leadership to the San Diego County Swiss Club. Tony served with 
true commitment and pride, helping guide and strengthen our club 
through many successful years. We are deeply grateful for Tony’s 
continued support and love for our Swiss traditions.

As we look to the future, we hope to encourage the younger 
generation to become more involved in our club and help lead it 
forward in new and exciting directions. Their ideas, energy, and 
involvement are important to keeping our Swiss culture, traditions, 
and community strong for many years to come.

David Egger
President
San Diego County Swiss Club

I hope you enjoy a wonderful day 
celebrating Swiss culture here in 
San Diego. I wish all the 
Schwingers the best of luck at 
today’s Schwingfest. 
Have fun, enjoy the festivities,
and be safe.



Past Presidents of the 
San Diego Swiss Club

*Paul Aeschlimann 1939-1940
*Paul Rollin   1941
*John Kastlunger  1942-1945
*Julius Hofer  1946
*Paul Aeschlimann 1947
*John Kastlunger  1948-1950
*Ralph Widmer  1951
*John Kastlunger  1952
*Alois Stockalper  1953-1958
*Paul Odermatt  1959
*Alois Stockalper  1960
*Joe Zumstein  1961-1964
*Paul Odermatt  1965-1966
*Franz Neff   1967
*Alois Stockapler  1968-1970
*Joe Zumstein  1971
*James Belknap  1972
  George Reber  1972-1974
*Max Buchmann  1975-1976
  George Reber  1977-1978
*Max Wirth             1979-1983
  Rudy Kastlunger  1984-1986
*Mary Ann Looper 1987-1992
*Paul Odermatt  1993-1995
  Rudy Kastlunger  1996-1999
*Al Hollenstein  2000
  David Egger  2001-2008
  Tony Odermatt  2009-2025

*Deceased

San Diego Swiss Club
Honorary Members

There have been those who have made outstanding 
contributions to the San Diego County Swiss Club 
throughout the years.  In appreciation, the following 
individuals are recognized as Honorary Lifetime Members.

Hedy Buchmann
Tina Duenez 
David Egger
Estela Egger
Steve & Carmela Egger
Hans & Marie-Therese Emmenegger
Rudy Kastlunger
Margot Linback
George Reber
Tony & Karen Odermatt
Sandi Leeman

In remembrance and appreciation of our 
deceased Honorary Members

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Aeschlimann  Mr. Ruedi Lusti
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Blattler  Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mathis
Mrs. Bertha Braum   Mr. Frank Mettauer
Mr. Max Buchmann   Mr. & Mrs. Paul Odermatt
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Egger  Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pluss
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Lehmann  Mrs. Betty Reber
Mr. Emil Lehmann   Mr. Otto Rollin, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Egger, Sr.  Mr. Hans Schoenbachler
Mrs. Ricki Groebli   Mrs. Rosalie Schwiekert
Mrs. Rudolf Heimer   Ms. Helen Senn
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Hofer, Sr.  Mr. & Mrs. Alois Stockalper
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Hofer, Jr.  Mr. & Mrs. Walter Studer
Mr. & Mrs Al Hollenstein  Mr. Joseph Zumstein
Mr. & Mrs. John Kastlunger, Sr. Mr. & Mrs. Meinrad Zumstein
Ms. Mary Ann Looper   Mrs. Paula Zumstein
Mr. Robert Egger, Jr.



Gertrude was born in Calexico, a city in California’s 
Imperial Valley. Her parents relocated from 
Obwalden, Switzerland to Holtville, California to 
start a dairy business. As a young child, her family 
moved to Imperial Beach where her father found 
employment with the Egger Dairy. 

In Remembrance

Rick was born in San Diego, the youngest of Paul 
and Mary Odermatt’s five children. His deep sense 
of loyalty and devotion made him a dedicated 
father, husband, and friend. After graduating from 
UCSD, he went on to build a 40+ year-long career 
in software engineering, which allowed him to 
travel the world. Rick was also a lifelong member of

Walter Egger (90 yrs)  

Walt was a lifetime member and heavily involved with the Swiss Club. 
He and his wife Marianne spent many years on the Sunshine 
Committee, visiting elderly or sick members, talking, singing, and 
often playing the alphorn to lift their spirits. Walt also oversaw the 
Steinstossen(stone toss) at the annual Schwingfest.Walt loved music, 
people, and being part of the community. With the San Diego Swiss 
Singers, he and Marianne performed in the 1984 Olympics opening 
ceremonies and well as many Sangerfests and Swiss Club concerts. 
They also performed and rode on the Rose Parade float in 1991 for 
Switzerland’s 700th birthday. He was a familiar face at events—
whether playing the alphorn, singing at the Schwingfest, or playing 
accordion and singing songs late into the evening after 1st of August 
celebrations.

the San Diego Swiss Club, from his early years spent as a Schwinger to 
his time as a board member and volunteer. It was a place where he 
loved reconnecting with family and friends. An avid sportsman, he 
spent much of his time outdoors–waterskiing, hiking, playing 
volleyball, paddleboarding, and biking–and always invited others to 
join in on the activities. He passed away suddenly while mountain 
biking at Picacho State Park, a place he truly loved. He is deeply missed 
by his wife of 31 years, Kat, his daughter Rachel, and his siblings, 
cousins, and many friends.

The San Diego Swiss Club offers our heart felt
condolences to the families of our members who have passed.

“ Ruhe In Frieden”

Gertrud "Gertie" Bürgi  (91yrs)

Walt of San Diego, passed away peacefully on April 
5, 2026. Many remember him as the Swiss Park’s 
resident alphorn player. He was born to Robert 
Egger Sr. and Emma Egger (Studer) and stayed 
closely connected to his Swiss roots his entire life. He 
continued running Egger Dairy in the South Bay, 
carrying on the tradition started by his father. 

Later, both her brothers, Henry and Ernie would work on the dairy as 
well. She and her family enjoyed living in an area with a strong Swiss 
community, Trudy attended the San Diego Swiss Club events since she 
was a small child, until the day of her passing. It was one of her favorite 
places to be. She also participated with the Swiss Club events in Chino, 
Imperial Valley and Whittier, Ca. Her family were one of the founding 
members of the St. Charles Church. Trudy was a very hard-working 
independent woman, she worked as a seamstress at Ratner’s in Chula 
Vista for several years then moved to Poway where she found a job in 
the medical field. While there she helped in raising her grandson, 
Jordan. Trudy enjoyed spending time with her son Paul and grandson. 
She supported the boys love for sports, she also enjoyed going on boat 
cruises, camping trips to Mexico and visiting family and friends in 
Switzerland. Her faith in God was forever strong and unwavering.
Trudy passed away peacefully in her home. She left behind a legacy of 
love, friendship, devotion and kindness. She touched the lives of 
countless people and will always be remembered for her sweet smile, 
her patience, and kindness for the love she gave unselfishly to family 
and friends.
She is survived by her son Paul, grandson Jordan, granddaughter in-
law Jessamyn and great-grandchildren Jordan Cash, Jayce and Jessa.

Rick Odermatt  (62 yrs)

March 5,1934–January 1, 2026





Good Luck to all the Schwingers!

110 N. Manley Rd. Ripon, CA

July 25th – Members BBQ/Buebe & Meitli Schwingfest &
Aug 1st Celebration

Sep 5th – SJVSC 100th Anniversary Celebration & 
Championship Schwingfest

Oct 3rd – Oktoberfest

Nov 15th – Jass Party

Dec 5th – Childrens Christmas Party www.sjvscriponswiss.com
riponswissclub.secretary@gmail.com





For centuries, Swiss farmers have moved their cows from the valleys 
up into the Alps for the summer. What began as a practical way to use 
every part of their land has become one of Switzerland’s most 
charming and beloved traditions. In summer, the valley fields are 
needed to grow and dry grass for winter hay, so sending the cows to 
the high mountain meadows makes perfect sense. Their months on 
the Alp give them clean air, room to roam, and a rich mix of alpine 
herbs to graze on. The milk they produce is used to make Alpkäse, 
with each region offering its own distinctive flavor shaped by the local 
grasses.
Life on the Alp allows the Senn—the alpine dairy workers—to craft 
cheese that can only be made on the Alp. Each day after milking, they 
heat the milk in large copper kettles. The curds are stirred, cut, 
warmed again, and then pressed into round forms. These wheels of 
Alpkäse are stored in cool mountain huts. At the end of the season, 
the cheese is divided among the farmers according to how much milk 
each cow produced throughout the summer. 
The month of September is  the 
typical month for the cows to return
 home. The Alpabzug, as it is called, is
 a festive homecoming parade: cows 
wear large bells and colorful flower 
crowns, farmers dress in traditional 
clothing, and entire villages gather to 
watch them make their way down 
from the mountains.—this is how 
farming, culture, and tradition come 
together in a way that is proudly Swiss.

San Diego Schwingfests
 Back in the Day!

Summer on the Alps 
A Tradition as Proud as Schwingen



Schwingfest 2025

This year, the tradition continues in his honor. 
Bob's children are proud to sponsor

the 2026 winner’s chair, carrying forward the joy and 
commitment that Bob showed for so many years.

Thank you, Bob & Estela Egger, for over 30 years of  generosity.

Bob Egger's Tradition Lives On
Robert Egger, Jr. 

April 21, 1933 – May 25, 2025

Last year, we remembered Bob Egger, whose 
generosity supported this event for more 
than three decades. Bob sponsored the 

beautiful Swiss wooden chair, awarded to 
the first-place winner. A tradition that 

became an enduring part of the 
San Diego Schwingfest.



Schwinger Fans 
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Schwinger Crowning
 Ceremony

1        Andrew Betschart                          
2        Morgan Lujan          
3        Michael Toten            
4        Joshua Haug                            
5        Steven Widmer                               

6        Alex Freeman                             
7A     Nathan Macleod          
7B     David Ascencio         
7C     Dawson Galvan                             
8        Joseph Bellavia          
9A     Myles Baechli         
9B     Ivan Kanzaki
10A   Luke Bigalk                             
10B   Damon Garcia
10C   Gabriel Duron                  
11     Alexander King
12     Markus Gonzales
13     Trace Grover
14      Kyle Curry

2025 Schwingfest Results

Ripon, CA
Elk Grove, CA
Holtville, CA
San Diego, CA
Ripon, CA

California Schwingers 
of the Future

JUNIORS - 13 to 15 Years
1 Benjamin Baechli                         
2                   Lucas Ortiz 
3  Jackson Carr                       
Above with Bells 
                    
YOUTH - 8 to 9 Years
1           David Ortiz 
2           Ellis Ortiz
3           Matthew Hyde                          
Above with Bells
4 Dillon Bostrom                     
5 Travis Bostrom                          
6 Carlos Lara

KIDS - 4 to 7 Years
1 Kameron Macleod                       
2 Brody King                          
2 Miroslav Kanzaki                             
Above with Bells                                              
4 Mason Hyde
5                   Mazee de Roos
        

2025 Kids Schwingfest Results

San Diego, CA
San Diego, CA
San Diego, CA

San Diego, CA
San Diego, CA
Imperial Beach, CA

Escondido, CA
Escondido, CA
Bakersfield, CA

Tacoma, WA
Chula Vista, CA
Imperial Beach, CA

Imperial Beach, CA
Seabrook, TX
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57.75
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53.75
51.00

Above with Crowns

Holtville, CA
Tacoma, WA
 Holtville, CA
Chula Vista, CA
San Diego, CA
San Diego, CA
Imperial Beach, CA 
Chula Vista, CA
Holtville, CA
Chula Vista, CA
Chula Vista, CA
Ripon, CA
San Diego, CA
Holtville, CA

Steinstossen winners



Fall Picnic 2025
Swiss Alps Experience

Spring Picnic 2026
Swiss Explorer Day



August 1, 2025 Swiss Independence Day
              Celebrations        



Santas Visit 2025Christmas Celebration



San Diego County Swiss Club
76th Annual Schwingfest

Saturday June 20, 2026

By becoming a member, you will join a      
community interested in preserving our Swiss 
heritage for future generations. The Club 
offers Swiss cultural and traditional festivites.
The San Diego Swiss Club hopes to see you 
 at our upcoming events. 
 For membership information, contact: 
 Debbie Morris - dmorris379@aol.com 

Individual Annual Membership      $25.00

Family Annual Membership      $50.00

Join The ClubFest President

 Wrestling Judges

 Wrestling Stats

 Fest Finances

 BBQ Lunch

 Souvenirs/Volunteers

 Park Setup

 Program Book

Ernie Ludwig

David Egger

Karen Odermatt

Desiree Weyls

Steve Egger

Debbie Morris

Tony & Anne Odermatt

C. Mühlemann/D. Morris

Park Entrance

Schwingers & Judges

Honorary Members

Children 12 & under

Admission
$12.00

   Free

   Free

   Free

Schwingfest Menu
Lunch 

Bratwurst/BBQ beef plate                  $ 17.00

Bratwurst or BBQ beef w/roll           $ 10.00  

Kids Hot Dog w/fruit & chips

Salad Plate

- Meal tickets are sold near front entrance
- Vegetarian options available
- Alcoholic beverages sold at the Bars
- Complimentary ice tea, lemonade & water
- Dessert and coffee sold at the outside Bar
- Landjäger sold at the souvenir booth

10:00  

10:30 

11:00 

11:00 

12:00 - 4:00 

Schedule of Events

 - Steinstossen  begins after the "Schlussgang" 
 - Crown Ceremony to follow                 
 - Complimentary refreshments in 
   the Hall during awards

Schwingfest Committee

Park Opens

Wrestlers & Judges meet

Wrestling begins

Souvenir & game booths 

Lunch served 

$   5.00

$   5.00



San Diego Swiss Ladies

Contact Lilian at lsdreier@gmail.com 

     This past year, we explored many wonderful and unique restaurants 
throughout San Diego County. Our annual Thanksgiving buffet luncheon was 
once again a highlight of the season, bringing everyone together for a festive and 
memorable afternoon. At our December “Samiklaus” celebration, members 
delighted everyone with their homemade Swiss baked specialties.
     Several of our ladies also attended the Imperial Valley Schwingfest, joining 
fellow San Diegan friends for a fun-filled day. Before taking our summer break 
during July and August, we concluded the season with a lovely potluck luncheon 
hosted by  Margot at her  home.
     Our gatherings are typically held on the first Tuesday of each month.  
Husbands and friends are always welcome. While many of our members speak 
Swiss German, everyone is warmly included. We would love to welcome new 
ladies to join our group and become part of our Swiss community.

Founded in 1962, the Swiss Ladies continue to gather monthly to 
celebrate friendship, community, and Swiss traditions. 

San Diego Swiss Athletic Club

An example of our fine shooting!Our Team in action!

The San Diego Swiss Athletic Club was established in 1984 with leadership of 
Walter Niederberger. The Los Angeles Team donated three Karabiners to get us 
started, then six more rifles, were provided by the Swiss Government. The team 
currently meets the second Saturday of every month. The ten ring is 2.25” in 
diameter, and we shoot from 200 yards with open sights. If interested in joining 
us, contact Mike Odermatt at (619) 857-3963.

JASS
We hope to start 

meeting regularly for 
“Jass-Nachmittage” 

again this year.

Dates have not yet 
been determined
If you are 
interested please 
contact:

Lilian Dreier  
lsdreier@gmail.com



Visit our Souvenir Booth

Landjäger available at the souvenir booth

For more than 75 years, the San Diego 
County Swiss Club has relied on the 

generosity of its members and friends.  
We appreciate everyone who comes 

forward with support, making it 
possible to share our Swiss customs and 

traditions with our community. 

2026 
Schwingfest Supporters

Betty Limacher Cushman 
Rudy & Doris Kastlunger 
Mark & Mary Pum 
Louis & Esther Pierotti 
George Reber 
Theresa Mathis 
Steve Mashburn Family 



The Burgi & Trimble 
Families

Wishing all the Schwingers
 Good Luck!

Sandi, Collin, and Tom Leeman

In loving memory
 of Trudy Burgi

Best Wishes for a 
Successful Schwingfest

From our Family to yours
Wishing all the Schwingers a fantastic day of wrestling!

George Reber and Family



BEST WISHES FOR 
THE 76TH ANNUAL

 SCHWINGFEST

MIKE AND SUSAN OMLIN

THE HOFER FAMILY

Julius & Sandy Hofer, Jason Bottom
Shawna & Mike Harr, Jeff & Tayde Hofer 

not pictured - Brian & Nikki Hofer

BEST WISHES TO 
THE SAN DIEGO SWISS CLUB 

FOR A SUCCESSFUL SCHWINGFEST

Best Wishes for a Successful 
76th Annual San Diego Schwingfest!

"The Sandoval, Toledo & Brown Families"
  Jacob, Evan, Kelila, Presley and Kenzo



ALLES GUTE ZUM
SCHWINGFEST

Doris & Rudy Kastlunger
Jessica, Eric, Jessi, Allister & Iyla

Matt, Deanna and Family

All the best for a successful
Schwingfest!

The Amgwerd-Chang Family

Best Wishes for a 
Successful Schwingfest!

From the Mathis Family
Theresa & Cameron

Barbara & Mike Sevier
Mike & Kathy 

Andrew & Danielle, Paige & Peyton
Kevin & Caroline, Jack, Ben & Will

Patti & Bruce McMullen and Family

file:///upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Wappen_Obwalden_matt.svg


Best Wishes,
Karen & Conrad 

Grass Family
San Francisco, CA

UNTERWALDENGRAUBUNDEN

"Prost"
To a successful Schwingfest!

Shay & Andrew w/Bennet & Lorraine, 
Ted, Marge, Erika & Teddy

The 
Betschart Family



The Egger Family
Joshua, Christianne, Theresa,

Ethan, Noah, Elijah,
 Jordan & Sophia with big sister Grace,

 Rory & Glenn

Wishing the San Diego Swiss Club
 all the best for your 

2026 Schwingfest
Old world Taste - Mountain Spirit

3453 Main Street
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546
(760) 934-6715

Andy Holzer
Lilo Holzer

Mammoth Lakes... hiking, biking, 
camping, fishing, skiing & 
snowboarding in the heart of the Sierra.

Fine wines & spirits curated for mountain 
living- perfect for après-ski, lakeside 
evenings, and unforgettable gatherings.

store.a-framemammoth.com

new baby brother Hezekiah 



In Memory of our loving parents
Walter & Marianne Egger

Crystal, Sayla, Savannah & Bruce Egger

Here’s to a great Schwingfest!

Best wishes for a successful Schwingfest

Colton, John, Simone, 
 Sabelle O’Connell with Erik Figge

Here’s to a great Schwingfest!
Bruce, Crystal, Sayla & Savannah Egger 

Good Luck Schwingers!



Steve & Carmela Egger and Family

Greetings and Best Wishes to our 
Schwingers and Friends

Best Wishes to the Schwingers!

Debbie Morris with Grandsons Remy & Lee

A

Planning a trip to the Swiss Alps? Stay in our cozy studio in Bönigen, near Interlaken, 
in the picturesque Bernese Oberland. We welcome fellow Swiss Americans

Your Hosts 
Sam & Cindy Mühlemann-Egger
samcin@bluewin.ch +41794325454

Welcome to the San Diego Schwingfest 
and Best of Luck to all the Schwingers!



David & Peggy Egger Family

Good Luck Schwingers!

Good Luck to all Schwingers!

Karen and Tony Odermatt



All the Best to the Schwingers at the
76th annual San Diego Schwingfest

Tom, Dave, Fred, 

Dean, Ernie, Patty,

Nita, Gary, Lois,

 Mike, Bill

Our loving parents

Al and  nita
LUDWIG FAMILY

Good Luck to all the Schwingers

The Odermatt & Granzow Families
Geoff, Geoffrey, Tony, Karen, Megan, Ava, Vanessa & Layla



Best Wishes to all the
 Schwingers at the 76th Annual

 San Diego Swiss Club Schwingfest

                                   Families
Pension-like Creation in Retirement
Tax-advantaged Investing w/ Zero Downside Risk
Superior 529 College Plan Alternatives

                          Businesses
Nation`s Lowest Cost 401k
Pension-like Creation in Retirement
Reduce Employee Turnover Costs
Executive Bonus Plans
Low Cost Audits, 5500 Liability & Third Party 
Admin. Compliance Cost Elimination for 401k plans.

Joe Ming, President
Mark Gabhart

Chief Investment Strategist

WestCoastSwissGroup.com
(916)799-0104

BEST WISHES 
FOR A GREAT SCHWINGFEST!

FROM THE ZUMSTEIN FAMILY

Coralie
Walter, Brittany and Dominic

Rosie and Family
Monica

Joy and Family

GOOD LUCK & HAVE FUN



Honoring Swiss Heritage 
Since 1291

Keeping Swiss traditions alive
 for future generations

THE LUSTI FAMILY

Good Luck to the Schwingers





Thank you for joining us 
in San Diego for our 

2026 Schwingfest

2001 Main Street
Chula Vista, CA 91911
www.sdswissclub.com

“We hope you enjoyed the festivities 
and that we may continue this Swiss 

tradition for years to come.”


